THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 26, 2016

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader

United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Leader McConnell:

As you are aware, on February 22, the Administration transmitted to Congress its formal request
for $1.9 billion in emergency supplemental funding to address the public health threat posed by
the Zika virus. Sixty-four days have passed since this initial request; yet still Congress has not
acted.

Since the time the Administration transmitted its request, the public health threat posed by the
Zika virus has increased. After careful review of existing evidence, scientists at the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) concluded that the Zika virus is a cause of microcephaly
and other severe fetal brain defects. The Zika virus has spread in Puerto Rico, American Samoa,
the U.S. Virgin Islands and abroad. As of April 20, there were 891 confirmed Zika cases in the
continental United States and U.S. territories, including 81 pregnant women with confirmed
cases of Zika. Based on similar experiences with other diseases transmitted by the Aedes aegypti
mosquito — believed to be the primary carrier of the Zika virus — scientists at the CDC expect
there could be local transmission within the continental U.S. in the summer months. Updated
estimate range maps show that these mosquitoes have been found in cities as far north as San
Francisco, Kansas City and New York City.

In the absence of action from Congress to address the Zika virus, the Administration has taken
concrete and aggressive steps to help keep America safe from this growing public health threat.
The Administration is working closely with State and local governments to prepare for outbreaks
in the continental United States and to respond to the current outbreak in Puerto Rico and other
U.S. territories. We are expanding mosquito control surveillance and laboratory capacity;
developing improved diagnostics as well as vaccines; supporting affected expectant mothers, and
supporting other Zika response efforts in Puerto Rico, the U.S. territories, the continental United
States, and abroad. These efforts are crucial, but they are costly and they fall well outside of
current agency appropriations. To meet these immediate needs, the Administration conducted a
careful examination of existing Ebola balances and identified $510 million to redirect towards
Zika response activities. We have also redirected an additional $79 million from other activities.
This reprogramming, while necessary, is not without cost. It is particularly painful at a time
when state and local public health departments are already strained.



While this immediate infusion of resources is necessary to enable the Administration to take
critical first steps in our response to the public health threat posed by Zika, it is insufficient.
Without significant additional appropriations this summer, the Nation’s efforts to
comprehensively respond to the disease will be severely undermined. In particular, the
Administration may need to suspend crucial activities, such as mosquito control and surveillance
in the absence of emergency supplemental funding. State and local governments that manage
mosquito control and response operations will not be able to hire needed responders to engage in
mosquito mitigation efforts. Additionally, the Administration’s ability to move to the next phase
of vaccine development, which requires multi-year commitments from the Government to
encourage the private sector to prioritize Zika research and development, could be jeopardized.
Without emergency supplemental funding, the development of faster and more accurate
diagnostic tests also will be impeded. The Administration may not be able to conduct follow up
of children born to pregnant women with Zika to better understand the range of Zika impacts,
particularly those health effects that are not evident at birth. The supplemental request is also
needed to replenish the amounts that we are now spending from our Ebola accounts to fund
Zika-related activities. This will ensure we have sufficient contingency funds to address
unanticipated needs related to both Zika and Ebola. As we have seen with both Ebola and Zika,
there are still many unknowns about the science and scale of the outbreak and how it will impact
mothers, babies, and health systems domestically and abroad.

The Administration is pleased to learn that there is bipartisan support for providing emergency
funding to address the Zika crisis, but we remain concerned about the adequacy and speed of this
response. To properly protect the American public, and in particular pregnant women and their
newborns, Congress must fund the Administration’s request of $1.9 billion and find a path
forward to address this public health emergency immediately. The American people deserve
action now. With the summer months fast approaching, we continue to believe that the Zika
supplemental should not be considered as part of the regular appropriations process, as it relates
to funding we must receive this year in order to most effectively prepare for and mitigate the
impact of the virus.

We urge you to pass free-standing emergency supplemental funding legislation at the level

requested by the Administration before Congress leaves town for the Memorial Day recess. We
look forward to working with you to protect the safety and health of all Americans.

(S il

Susan Rice
Director, The Office of Management and Budget National Security Advisor
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