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THURSDAY, MARCH 10, 2005 
House Meets At… Last Vote Predicted At… 
   
10:00 a.m.: Morning Hour  
 
 Ten “One Minutes” Per Side 
    

 
3:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

 

FLOOR SCHEDULE AND BILL SUMMARY 
 

There will be an immediate Vote on the Journal for the purposes of swearing in 
Member-elect Doris Matsui (CA-05) 
 
H.R. 3 – Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (TEA-LU) (Rep. Young {AK} – 
Transportation & Infrastructure) (Subject to a Rule – Complete Consideration).  This bill 
authorizes $284 billion over six years for federal highways, public transit, and road safety 
projects, a 42% increase over the guaranteed funding for the 1998 Transportation Equity Act for 
the 21st Century (TEA-21).  This bill authorizes $225.5 billion for the Federal Highway 
Administration; $52.3 billion for the Federal Transit Administration; $3.2 billion for the National 
Traffic and Highway Safety; and $2.9 billion for the Motor Carrier Safety Administration. 
 
Funding provisions in H.R. 3 include: continuing the revenue-aligned budget authority (RABA), 
under which the amount of money available for highway and transit projects would rise or fall 
based on annual revenue coming into the Highway Trust Fund; and maintaining the budgetary 
firewalls from TEA-21 that prevent Highway Trust Fund money from being diverted to other 
programs.  In addition, this bill’s guaranteed funding is $4.5 billion higher than the guaranteed 
funding in last year’s House passed bill --– ethanol-related losses were restored to the Highway 
Trust Fund and a proposed diversion of 2.5 cents per gallon from the Highway Trust Fund to the 
General Fund was revoked.   
 
As reported out of committee, H.R. 3 does not address the issue of changing the allocation of 
funds among the states to increase the current 90.5% return each state is guaranteed on its 
contribution to the federal Highway Trust Fund.  The bill does contain a “re-opener” clause that 
freezes FY2006 funding until August 1, 2006 unless Congress enacts a law that will increase the 
guaranteed rate of return to 92% in FY2006 and an additional percentage each year, so that by 
FY2009 states will be guaranteed a 95% return. 
 
Yesterday, under the first of two Rules reported for consideration of H.R. 3, the House completed 
general debate and considered nine amendments to this bill.  Today, the House will consider a 
second Rule recommended by the Rules Committee.  The second Rule provides one motion to 
recommit with or without instructions and makes in order 12 amendments including a manager’s 
amendment: 
 

 Young (AK) Manager’s Amendment (30 minutes).  Among other provisions, this 
amendment adjusts the scope of the minimum guarantee to cover 92.6% of the total highway 
funding provided by the bill.  High Priority Member projects would remain under the scope of 
the minimum guarantee, as they are under current law and the amendment provides 
additional funding that would be distributed to states to ensure that they do not receive less 
funding than they would if the High Priority projects were not included in the calculation.  This 
amendment also: adjusts the funding levels for several highway programs and adds several 
new High Priority Member projects; sets a 25% cap on the number of grants for clean fuel 
buses that can be spent to purchase diesel buses; includes provisions requiring Canadian and 
Mexican commercial vehicle operators to submit background reviews similar to those for U.S. 
operators; and extends the authority to spend money from the Highway Trust Fund  and 
Aquatic Resources Trust Fund though September 30, 2009 

 Davis, Tom (VA) Amendment (10 minutes).  To remove the requirement included in the 
bill that toll rates on high occupancy toll lanes be differentiated for low income drivers. 

 Burgess Amendment #27 (10 minutes).  To allow states that have used both non-federal 
and federal funds to build, maintain, or improve a toll facility to receive a partial credit toward 
their non-federal share of a project --- current law does not allow such a credit unless no 
federal funds have been used. 

 Burgess Amendment #26 (10 minutes).  To remove federal restrictions on state 
procurement procedures for Design Building (D/B) contracts including: to authorize the 
acceptance of multiple, unsolicited proposals when permitted by state and local law; permit a 
single consultant to do environmental work, as well as design and construction work in a 
single contract, subject to State review and review by the Secretary of Transportation; and to 
authorize a State to award a D/B contract prior to a final NEPA judgment.  A project's 
approval would be contingent on a NEPA compliance decision by the Secretary. 
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 Issa Amendment (10 minutes).  To express the Sense of Congress that the Department of 
Transportation and the States should provide additional incentives to encourage the purchase 
and use of hybrid and other fuel efficient vehicles. 

 Pascrell/LoBiondo/Menendez Amendment (10 minutes).  To allow states to enact anti-
corruption laws curbing the practice of "pay-to-play" contracting without losing their federal-
aid highway dollars. 

 Rogers (MI) Amendment (10 minutes).  To prohibit the sale or use of a traffic signal 
preemption transmitter (device that changes or alters a traffic signal's phase time or 
sequence) by a non-government approved user.  Violators would be subject to a fine of up to 
$10,000 or one year imprisonment. 

 Pitts Amendment (10 minutes).  To provide small transit systems with additional time to 
find alternative solutions to address the financial crisis they face when losing flexibility in the 
use of Section 5307, federal transit funds.  

 Honda Amendment (10 minutes).  To allow that basic grant funds authorized under the 
Alcohol-Impaired Driving Countermeasures section can be used for Driving While Intoxicated 
Courts that seek to change the behavior of alcohol or drug dependent offenders arrested 
while driving while impaired. 

 Barton Amendment (10 minutes).  To provide that assessments of risks to human health 
or the environment, pursuant to research or studies under the surface transportation 
environment and planning and cooperative research program, and subsequent use of such 
studies, follow “sound and objective scientific practices” and describe the weight of the 
scientific evidence.  

 Shadegg Amendment (10 minutes).  To revise the formula by which funds are allocated 
under the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program to include areas in 
non-attainment or maintenance for fine and coarse particulate matter (PM-2.5 and PM-10). 

 Flake Amendment (10 minutes).  To subtract the amount that states receive in earmarks 
from their formula totals in the Surface Transportation Program and to apportion to states, 
via formula, any remaining funding that would have otherwise gone toward earmarks. 

 

TOMORROW’S OUTLOOK 
 

The GOP Leadership has announced the following schedule: on Friday, no votes are expected in 
the House. 
 

Daily Quote… 
 
“Individual accounts by themselves will not lead the [Social Security] system to sustainable 
solvency – an increase in revenue, a decrease in benefits or both will also be necessary.” 
 

- David M. Walker, U.S. Comptroller General, in testimony before the House Ways and Means 
Committee yesterday 
 

 


